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Tanzania  

Southern Circuit 
14 Days | African Charm & Close to nature 

 

DAY 1 

Destination: Arrival at Julius Nyerere Airport; Transfer to Dar es Salaam 

Accommodations: Mediterraneo Hotel 

Activities (Optional): Beach walk; Garden walk; Dar es Salaam Tour 

 

Arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport. After clearing customs, you will be met by our guide and transferred to the beautiful 

Mediterraneo Hotel where the refreshing breeze and view of the Indian Ocean will revive you after a long 

international flight. The rich gardens around the hotel radiate nature, a peaceful place to walk and soak in the 

beautiful sounds and sights, while the beautiful beach provides the perfect setting for relaxation. After settling in, 

you will meet with an Adumu Safaris representative who will give you a short briefing to review your safari itinerary. 

You then have the option to relax in the hotel for the rest of day, enjoying your meals at the hotel’s popular 

restaurant, or venture out to explore Dar es Salaam with the help of your guide. 

 

 

DAY 2 

Destination: Mikumi National Park 

Accommodations: Stanley’s Kopje 

Activities: Game Drive 

 

After breakfast, your expert naturalist guide will meet you at the hotel and from there you will travel by Land Rover 

to Mikumi National Park for a full day game drive and picnic lunch in the park. Mikumi is bordered to the south by 

Selous Game Reserve, the two areas forming a unique ecosystem. The vegetation of this area consists of savannah 

dotted with acacia, baobab, tamarinds, and some rare palm. Mikumi was named a National Park in 1967 and 

currently has an approximate size of 3,230 km2. It offers a unique wildlife experience with a large number of 

herbivores (buffaloes, giraffes, elephants and zebra) and a rich variety of bird species (more than 400) identified. On 

the hunt for all the herbivores, you are likely to spot large crocodiles, and of course lions and leopards. Return for a 

delicious dinner and drinks at the camp’s restaurant, a Swahili-style banda set atop a hill commanding fabulous 360 

degree panoramic views. 
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DAY 3 

Destination: Udzungwa Mountains 

Accommodations: Stanley’s Kopje 

Activities: Rainforest Trek 

 

After breakfast, depart with your guide for Udzungwa National Park, a lush high-elevation rain forest and a 

great site for a day of walking, moderate hiking, and a picnic lunch. It is one of thirty-four “World Biodiversity 

Hotspots” and one of 200 World Wildlife Federation ecoregions of global critical importance. The Udzungwa 

forest is part of the so-called Eastern Arc, which is a series of mountains ranging from the Southern Highlands 

through the Uluguru and Usambara mountains northwards to Pare. The forest is home to many indigenous 

species of plants, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds, butterflies, and insects of which some of species are 

found nowhere else in the world. Udzungwa is also a unique cultural site for containing caves that have been 

used in the spiritual traditions and rituals of nearby tribes over many years—these have remained preserved 

so that one can get a sense of ancient religious traditions upon visiting. After this memorable rainforest trek, 

return for dinner and a relaxing evening at the camp. 

 

DAY 4 

Destination: Ruaha National Park 

Accommodations: Tandala Safari Camp 

Activities: Game Drive 

 

After an early breakfast, depart for the breathtaking Ruaha National Park for a full day game drive and picnic lunch 

in the Park. Ruaha National Park, located in the middle of Tanzania, about 130 km from Iringa, is the second largest 

park in Tanzania, covering an area of more than 13,000 km2. The main vegetation types in Ruaha are miombo 

woodland, acacia grasslands, and large baobab trees, all which attract a diverse number of animals species. Some 

of the major attractions include large populations of elephants, giraffes, impalas, buffalo, lions, leopards, and 

hunting dogs. The Great Ruaha River that borders the park in the east, provides habitation for hippopotamus and 

crocodiles. Ruaha is also a prime destination for birdwatchers, with 436 species that have been identified so far. In 

the evening, arrive at Tandla Safari Camp where you will settle in and enjoy a three course candlelit dinner served 

under the stars in the courtyard, by the campfire.  

 

 

DAY 5 

Destination: Ruaha National Park 

Accommodations: Tandala Safari Camp 

Activities: Game Drive 
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Upon waking, step out on your private verandah and watch out for game along the Mdweka sand river. You can 

enjoy the diversity of animals such as warthog, giraffe, greater kudu, dikdik, mongoose, bushbuck, reedbuck, and 

baboon, perhaps even some African hunting dogs (if you are up early enough!). The biggest attraction at Tandala is 

without a doubt the abundance of elephants who come and go regularly, attracted by the water holes. Proceed to 

your breakfast feast and fuel up for another exhilarating day of game viewing with a picnic lunch in a spectacular 

setting. Return in the evening for dinner and sundowners. 

 

 

DAY 6 

Destination: Southern Highlands 

Accommodations: Mufindi Highlands Lodge 

Activities: Traditional Hehe Dance Performance; Self-guided Farm Walk or Birding; Kayaking 

 

After an invigorating morning viewing wildlife from your terrace and filling up on a hot breakfast, set off for a 

retreat at Mufundi Highlands Lodge set in the Southern Highlands, part of the East Arc Rift valley characterized by 

a rolling hilly landscape.  On the way, stop at the Ruaha Hilltop Lodge for lunch and a cultural visit from the nearby 

Hehe tribe who will perform their traditional dances and teach you about their culture. Continue on to the lodge, 

which is about 10km from the Rift Valley escarpment, a 2000ft drop to flat land below.  The area is covered with tea 

plantations interspersed with darker green natural rain forest home to monkeys and birds, most audibly the 

Livingstone’s Turraco. Mufundi Highlands Lodge is away from any tourist route and maintains a natural charm. The 

cabins are built from responsibly grown timber and the rocks are all local. Meats, dairy, products and organically 

grown vegetables are all produced on the working organic farm. You will check in in time for a walk around the 

grounds to tour the farm, go birding, or kayak around the lake before a delicious farm-to-table dinner. 

 

 

DAY 7 

Destination: Southern Highlands 

Accommodations: Mufindi Highlands Lodge 

Activities (Optional): Horseback Riding; Mountain Biking; Fly Fishing; Birding; Cultural Visit; Lawn Sports; 

Kayaking, Birding; Farm Tour 

 

It simply isn't possible to be bored in Mufindi—the wonderfully warm and welcoming hosts will enroll you from the 

start in any number of activities: horseback riding, mountain biking, fly fishing, birding, tennis, croquet, golf, 

kayaking the lake, birding on the grounds, touring the farm and playing with the animals, and more. You can even 

elect to go on a cultural visit to the local Children’s Village to see the community welfare work being done by the 

Foxes Community and Wildlife Trust. Improvise your itinerary, structured around three fabulous farm-to-table 

meals. 
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DAY 8 

Destination: Iringa; Mikumi National Park 

Accommodations: Vuma Hills Tented Camp 

Activities: Iringa Boma Visit; Game Drive 

 

Have a hearty breakfast featuring the farm’s products and depart for a return to Mikumi National Park. Along the 

way, stop in Iringa town for lunch and a visit to the Iringa Boma Regional Museum and Cultural Centre. Continue on 

to Mikumi for an early evening game drive before you arrive at Vuma Hills Tented Camp perched above the trees, 

stretching over the seemingly endless wilderness in the southwest of the park. At dinner, take in the setting sun 

over the Mkata plains below, and finish the evening with a drink enjoyed around the bar’s roaring campfire.  

 

 

DAY 9 

Destination: Morogoro; Uluguru Mountains 

Accommodations: Simbamwenni Lodge 

Activities: Birdwatching or Waterfall Hike 

 

Start your day with a bush breakfast overlooking grunting hippos in a waterhole. Depart for Simbabwenni Lodge, 

located within 10 minutes of the center of Morogoro town, set within 6 acres of peaceful, park-like tropical gardens 

along the Ngerengere river. Towering, mature trees and flowering shrubs abound on the grounds of this eco-

lodge, which strives for self-sufficiency with a varied kitchen garden, coconut palms, bananas and a variety of citrus 

trees. Settle in, enjoy lunch featuring homegrown produce, and then depart on your choice of excursion into the 

Uluguru Mountains. The picturesque, majestic, rainforest-capped mountains are part of the famous Eastern Arc 

Mountains that stretch from the south of Tanzania to the south of Kenya. The mountains are famous for their high 

number of endemic species. These include at least 100 plant species, two bird species, two mammals, two reptiles 

and four species of amphibians. You can take a nature walk to gaze at these animals, with a focus on some 

magnificent birdwatching. You could also walk (customized for various fitness levels) to one of the many waterfalls 

where you can take a dip and look for wildlife in the forest. Your walk will take you through spice plantations and 

pineapple fields, and you can meet with villagers selling soft fruits and other produce. Return for a lovely dinner 

and get a sound night of sleep in your tented lodge. 

 

 

DAY 10 

Destination: Uluguru Mountains; Selous Game Reserve 

Accommodations: Selous River Camp 

Activities: Game Drive 
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After breakfast, depart for a scenic drive through the Uluguru mountains and enjoy a picnic lunch on your way 

down toward Selous Game Reserve, the largest fauna reserve in the world, spanning over 55,000 km², almost four 

times the size of the Serengeti! Selous is considered important enough to be a World Heritage Site in which the 

lucky few can experience a safari in absolutely wild and unspoiled bush. The reserve was named after Englishman 

Sir Frederick Selous, a famous big game hunter and early conservationist, whose adventure books on Africa 

became best sellers in Victorian England. Among its unique attractions, the reserve contains one third of all the 

African hunting dog population in the world. Witness the majesty of large migrations of elephants and get up close 

with all the Big Five. Check in to Selous River Camp situated right along the border of the Selous where the views 

of the river are stunning and wildlife wander out of the reserve to visit the camp freely. Enjoy a delicious dinner by 

lantern light and savor a beverage around the campfire overlooking the river before settling in to a restful night in 

your charming “mudhut.” 

 

 

DAY 11 

Destination: Selous Game Reserve 

Accommodations: Selous River Camp 

Activities: Game Drive  

 

 After a delightful, satisfying breakfast, embark on a full day game drive deep into Selous. Enjoy a picnic 

lunch surrounded by spectacular wildlife. Return in time for bush dinner and evening cocktails at the bar. 

 

 

DAY 12 

Destination: Selous Game Reserve 

Accommodations: Selous River Camp 

Activities: Walking Safari; Game Drive; Cultural Visit to Mloka Village 

Wake before sunrise, and after a cup of coffee or tea and a homemade biscuit, depart on a walking safari 

accompanied by an armed ranger for a close-hand look at the ecosystem in which the park’s animals live. Learn to 

identify animal tracks and signs, and hear fascinating information about the insects, trees, and colorful birdlife that 

might be overlooked on a game drive. You might cross paths with a giraffe or two while you are out there! Return 

for a satisfying lunch at camp and depart for a cultural tour of Mloka village. Mloka is situated down river from 

Selous River Camp, only a short drive by car. Home to many of the camp staff, a tour here is a very personal 

experience and the focus is on meeting locals, learning about their day-to-day lives, and visiting places like the 

primary school, market and police post. Local artists, tailors and shopkeepers are always happy to be visited 

and the children are always very keen to say hello! Enjoy a short game drive on your return to camp for dinner and 

a relaxing evening around the fire pit. 
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DAY 13 

Destination: Selous Game Reserve 

Accommodations: Selous River Camp 

Activities: Boat Safari 

 

After breakfast, depart for a full day boat safari exploring the Rufiji River and the Reserve’s lakes in an open-sided, 

canvas-roofed boat. The Selous is one of the very few game reserves in Africa where you can view game from the 

water, and after the dust and bumpy roads of a game drive, there's nothing more relaxing than drifting along the 

river watching the wildlife. Boat safaris are the ideal way of enjoying the stunning scenery of the Rufiji River with its 

many hippos, crocodiles and beautiful birdlife. Definitely not to be missed is the sunset from the boat—there is 

nothing quite like the peacefulness of the river, hippos honking all around you, while the sun dips below the 

horizon! Return to camp for dinner and storytelling around the fire. 

 

  

DAY 14 

Destination: Departure to Dar es Salaam or direct connection to Zanzibar, Western Circuit, Northern Circuit, 

Kenya, or Uganda 

 

After a hot breakfast, drive back to Dar es Salaam for an optional day or overnight at the Mediterraneo 

Hotel or connect to the next leg of your wildlife safari in the Northern Circuit, Kenya’s Parks, Chimp trekking 

in the Western Circuit, or gorilla trekking in Uganda. Alternatively, connect with a flight to the magical island 

of Zanzibar, which lies just off the coast of Tanzania. See our complimentary itineraries for these locations. 
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SAFARI INCLUDES 

• Pick up/drop off at Nyerere Airport before 

and after the trip and/or transfer to the next 

leg of your holiday 

• Park entrance fees  

• Professional naturalist guide 

• Flying Doctor services in Tanzania 

• Traditional Hehe dance performance 

• Walking safaris and guided walking tours 

• Transport and wildlife viewing in 4×4 Land 

cruiser with open roof hatches and 

unlimited mileage 

• Meals and game drives as per itinerary  

• Government Taxation   

• Plentiful drinking water (mineral water) 

• Service charges  

• Cultural experiences and activities 

• Generous Giving Fund

 

SAFARI EXCLUDES 

• International airfare & flights 

• Visa fees 

• Personal health insurance 

• Travel insurance (highly recommended) 

• Additional alcoholic beverages & sodas, 

except as stated as included above 

• Laundry services 

• Optional massages and spa services 

• All items of personal nature 

• Gratuities to safari guides and lodge/camp 

staff 

 

 

SAFARI COST (based on double occupancy) ………… 7729 USD LOW / 7887 USD HIGH / 8344 USD PEAK   

Single person, non-sharing supplement……………………….1680 USD LOW / 2239 USD HIGH / 2460 USD PEAK 

**NB: Prices drop for larger parties travelling together. Children are accommodated at lower rates than 

adults. Adumu Safaris customizes itineraries to fit your preferences, desires, party size, and budget. 

 

Please note: Adumu Safaris makes every effort to customize your safari itinerary in order to cover areas where wildlife 

habitats are known to be plentiful during the season and precise time of year that you are traveling. However, since wild 

animals move freely in their environment, we cannot absolutely guarantee sightings of every species.  

 

We also use our best effort to provide the lodging set out in this itinerary, but occasionally there are circumstances that 

occur which require lodging substitutions. We reserve the right to make comparable lodging substitutions or upgrades 

whenever necessary or in your best interest to do so. Fortunately, we have vetted all of our lodges and stand by their 

ability to provide an amazing accommodation experience. 

 


